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189 Main Street, Suite 201 
Oneonta, NY 13820-2580 

 

Phone:  1-877-5-OTSEGO 
or (607) 432-4500 

Fax:  (607) 432-4506 

 

tocc@otsegocountychamber.com 
 
www.otsegocountychamber.com 

The 11th Annual Small Business Banquet was 
held on Thursday, October 14, 2010 at The 
Otesaga Resort Hotel in Cooperstown.  
Awardees included The Freeman’s Journal/
Hometown Oneonta receiving ���� �����	����� �����	����� �����	����� �����	�

	���
� 
������
	���
� 
������
	���
� 
������
	���
� 
������ /KeyBank Annual Small 
Business Award and the Green Toad Bookstore 
receiving ���� �����	� 
	���
� 
���������� �����	� 
	���
� 
���������� �����	� 
	���
� 
���������� �����	� 
	���
� 
������ /Excellus 
BlueCross BlueShield Annual Breakthrough 
Award.  The event was a huge success drawing 
over 160 Chamber members and their guests. 

“KeyBank is proud of its longtime affiliation 
with ���� �����	� 
	���
� 
���������� �����	� 
	���
� 
���������� �����	� 
	���
� 
���������� �����	� 
	���
� 
������  and to 
recognize many outstanding businesses over the 
years through our support of the Small Business 
Banquet,” offered Jim Empie from KeyBank.  

“This year is no exception, with the honor going 
to The Freeman’s Journal/Hometown Oneonta 
and Jim Kevlin.” 
Judge William Cooper founded The Freeman’s 
Journal in 1808.  It was acquired by its current 
owners in May 2006 and is recognized as the 
county’s oldest newspaper.  Hometown 
Oneonta was established as a full-service 
newspaper to Oneonta and West Oneonta 
residents in July 2008.  Jim Kevlin, Owner, 
commented on one of the reasons behind the 
business’ success.  “The principle behind 
everything we’ve done is value.  How do we 
add it to our products?  How do we share it with 
you in a cost effective way?” 
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Flight 1:  
First Place:  Bassett Healthcare Network 
– Bill Stamp, Scott Barrett, Josh 
Truman, Steve Henegan. 
Second Place:  Northern Eagle 
Beverages – Bryan Birdsall, Jeff Barber, 
Bruno Scavo, Bruce Sloan. 
Third Place:  Mirabito Energy Products/
Integrys Energy Services of New York 
– Russ Southard, Carl Utter, Jim Reale, 
Jeff Hills. 

Flight 2:  
First Place:  Utica School of Commerce 
– Scott Williams, Bruce Davis, Mike 
Conley, Mike McCoy. 
Second Place:  Springbrook – Billy 
Giesse, Bob Marino, Tom Ford, Rick 
Carnrike. 
Third Place:  NYCM Insurance – Mark 
Gryg ie l ,  Dav id  Weaver ,  B i l l 
Couperthwait, Leigh Harrington. 
 

Straightest Drive #16 Men:  Marc 
Butler. 
Straightest Drive #6 Women:  Colleen 
Kirk. 
Closest to the Flag #2:  Jim Reale. 
Closest to the Flag #7:  Vinnie 
Masarotti. 
Closest to the Flag #10:  Terry Lifgren. 
Closest to the Flag #13:  Bruce Davis. 

���������	�
	���
�
������%�����������	�
	���
�
������%�����������	�
	���
�
������%�����������	�
	���
�
������%�� 24th Annual Country Club Auto Group’s Golf Classic was held on Thursday, August 12, 2010 at the 
Oneonta Country Club. 

ISD/Scavo’s Body Shop Team Country Club Auto Group Team Riger Advertising Team 

(������&�������)����	�������	�)����*�����	�+++(������&�������)����	�������	�)����*�����	�+++(������&�������)����	�������	�)����*�����	�+++(������&�������)����	�������	�)����*�����	�+++� ���
Membership growth is key to our success.  You 
can help!  It’s simple.  Bring a non-member 
guest to the March 2nd Networking Luncheon 
at the Holiday Inn in Oneonta and when that 
guest becomes a member of ���������	�
	���
����������	�
	���
����������	�
	���
����������	�
	���
�

������
������
������
������  you will get a free ticket to the May 
18th Networking Luncheon.  The rules are 
clear:  Your guest must not be a current or 
previous (within the past two years) member of 
the Chamber and your guest must join by March 
30th. 
To recruit your guest, think about looking 
through your list of vendors, your family 

members, friends, neighbors or colleagues who 
own a business or call the Chamber for some 
additional prospects.  It’s your chance to be a 
Chamber hero and show potential members 
what the Chamber can do to help them grow 
their business. 
Join us at the Holiday Inn in Oneonta on March 
2nd for the first Networking Luncheon of the 
year and share with others what your business is 
about.  For information, sponsorship 
opportunities or to register contact Pam at  
pam@otsegocountychamber.com or (607)  
432-4500 ext. 201. 

Senator Jim Seward, Stephanie Davis of 
Excellus BlueCross Blue Shield, Michele 
Pondolfino and Assemblyman Bill Magee. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Senator Jim Seward, Bill Reeves, Jim Kevlin, 
Assemblyman Bill Magee and Jim Empie of 
KeyBank. 
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���� �����	� 
	���
� 
���������� �����	� 
	���
� 
���������� �����	� 
	���
� 
���������� �����	� 
	���
� 
������  will host its 
Annual Local “State of the State” 
Luncheon  on Monday, January 3, 2010 
at 11:45 am at the Holiday Inn in 
Oneonta, sponsored by Wilber National 
Bank. 
Our four state legislators have been 
invited.  Starting at 12:15 pm, each 
legislator will offer brief remarks as to 
what their priorities for the 2011 session 
will be.  Then it will be your turn to 
question them on your priorities and 
concerns. 
To register, contact Pam at (607) 432-
4500 ext. 201; fax the form found on  
www.otsegocountychamber.com under 
Upcoming Events to 432-4506 or email     
pam@otsegocountychamber.com. 
The cost of the luncheon is $20 for 
Chamber members and their guests – 
$30 for non-members.  
This year, more than others, it is 
important for your voice to be heard in 
Albany.  This is a great opportunity to 
tell Albany about your concerns! 

Senator Jim Seward and Bob Harlem of 
Oneonta Block Co., Pickett Building 
Materials and Otsego Ready Mix. 

 

���� �����	� 
	���
� 
����������� �����	� 
	���
� 
����������� �����	� 
	���
� 
����������� �����	� 
	���
� 
������� and A.O. 
Fox Hospital invite the business 
community to a Business After Hours 
on Thursday, November 18, 2010 from 
4:30 to 6:30 pm.  This event will feature 
p r e s e n t a t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e 
advancements in electronic records and 
medical efficiencies.   
The Business After Hours program is 
designed to help boost awareness about 
businesses among the community and 
with other area businesses as well as to 
promote friendship and community 
spirit among our business community.  
Enjoy a reception with friends, 
colleagues, and business associates and 
learn more about A.O. Fox Hospital.  

The Business After Hours will be held 
in the Levine Conference Room in the 
A.O. Fox Nursing Home located at  
1 Norton Avenue in Oneonta.  For more 
information or to RSVP, contact Pam at 
pam@otsegocountychamber.com or 
(607) 432-4500 ext. 201. 

.�������� ���������&����-	����-	����
�/���
.�������� ���������&����-	����-	����
�/���
.�������� ���������&����-	����-	����
�/���
.�������� ���������&����-	����-	����
�/���
� ���

���� �����	� 
	���
� 
����������� �����	� 
	���
� 
����������� �����	� 
	���
� 
����������� �����	� 
	���
� 
������� and The 
Plains at Parish Homestead invite the 
business community to a Business After 
Hours Holiday Party on Thursday, 
December 9, 2010 from 4:30 to 7 pm.  
This first-time event will assist in 
boosting awareness about the facility 
while allow our community to celebrate 
and enjoy companionship during the 
holidays.  

Among the festivities will include door 
prizes, holiday treats, and entertainment.  
Take this opportunity to enjoy a 
reception with friends, colleagues, and 

business associates and learn more 
about the services available at The 
Plains at Parish Homestead.  “We’re 
excited to share the holiday season with 
our business community and enjoy each 
other’s fellowship,” offered marketing 
director Barbara Ann Heegan. 
The Plains at Parish Homestead is 
located at 4385 State Highway 7 in 
Oneonta.  For more information or to 
R S V P ,  c o n t a c t  P a m  a t 
pam@otsegocountychamber.com or 
(607) 432-4500 ext. 201. 

ANNUAL  DINNER  &  
CELEBRATION  OF BUSINESS 

April 16, 2011 at 5:45 pm 
Hunt Union Ballroom • SUNY Oneonta 

 More benefits for employees. 
 More services for management. 

 Better results than any other EAP. 

���������	�
	���
�
����������������	�
	���
�
����������������	�
	���
�
����������������	�
	���
�
������� ����

Dan Branigan 
Chamber Benefits Group 
607-432-4500 ext. 204 
tocc@otsegocountychamber.com 

 

ESI Employee Assistance Group 
Phil Downs 
VP, Client Services 
800-535-4841 ext. 610 
phildowns@theEAP.com 

In today’s complex world, balancing work-life issues is more challenging than ever. In fact, one 
in five employees will face a significant personal problem that will cause disruption and loss of 
productivity this year. According to a recent study, distraction due to personal problems can cost 
organizations over three weeks of lost productivity and $2,400 per employee, per year.  
 

No other organization in the country has ESI’s experience and reputation in working with 
organizations to reduce the negative impact of personal problems in the workplace as well as 
improving employee quality of life. 
 

Below are some of the ESI TotalCare EAP benefits and services available to members of ����������������
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In addition, ESI has redefined the EAP concept to include an entire menu of management-focused 
solutions and tools designed to minimize costs and maximize productivity. For example, when 
complex employee issues arise, you have direct access to our human resource consultants and 
certified Senior Professionals in Human Resources (SPHR). 
  

To learn more about how ESI’s TotalCare Employee (and Employer) Assistance Program can 
assist your organization, please contact one of the following individuals. 
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���� �����	� 
	���
� 
����������� �����	� 
	���
� 
����������� �����	� 
	���
� 
����������� �����	� 
	���
� 
������� needs your 
opinion on the federal, state and local 
issues that affect your business!  We are 
gathering this information to develop the 
priorities for our 2011 Legislative 
Agenda. 
To participate in the survey, go to 
www.otsegocountychamber.com and 
click on the 2011 Joint Legislative 
Agenda Survey icon.  The logon is: 
OtsegoChamber and the password is: 
changealbany. 
If you don’t have access to the web and 
would like a copy of the survey mailed 
to you, please contact Pam at the 
Chamber office at (607) 432-4500 ext. 
201 or pam@otsgocountychamber.com. 
We value your input and ask you to take 
the survey no later than Wednesday, 
November 24, 2010.  Please help us help 
you!! 
2011 promises to be a busy, tough 
legislative year and it is important that 
���� �����	� 
	���
� 
����������� �����	� 
	���
� 
����������� �����	� 
	���
� 
����������� �����	� 
	���
� 
������� has your 
input so we can represent you and all the 
businesses in our membership.  
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���������� �� ��)��������� ���
���� �����	� 
	���
� 
����������� �����	� 
	���
� 
����������� �����	� 
	���
� 
����������� �����	� 
	���
� 
������� will co-
sponsor a NBT Bank seminar regarding 
Cybercrime prevention on Thursday, 
November 4, 2010 at the Holiday Inn in 
Oneonta. 
Cybercrime has reached epidemic 
proportions in this Information Age, 
thus eroding consumer confidence and 
causing financial, productivity, and 
intellectual losses.  The estimated 
impact of Cybercrime on the US 
economy is estimated at $117 billion 
annually.  This is largely a result of the 
transformation of crime influenced by 
ever-changing technology. 
NBT Bank’s in-house experts will 
discuss what Cybercrime is, how it is 
being committed, and how attendees can 
protect their organizations from this 
growing threat. 
Among the most basic and easiest 
measures include: reconciling all 
banking transactions on a daily basis, 
initiating electronic transactions under 
dual control, prohibiting the use of 
“shared” usernames or passwords, and 
creating a strong password with a 

combination of numbers, special 
characters, and mixed-case letters.  
These measures alone cannot guarantee 
protection against identity theft.  Other 
recommended steps include: installing 
spyware detection and antivirus 
programs, limiting administrative rights 
on users’ workstations, avoiding the use 
of automatic login features, and 
conducting online banking in a secure 
session operating browser. 
A light breakfast will be provided at 
7:30 am, followed by the presentation at 
8:00 am.  Please mark your calendar and 
join ���� �����	� 
	���
� 
���������� �����	� 
	���
� 
���������� �����	� 
	���
� 
���������� �����	� 
	���
� 
������  and 
NBT Bank for this Cybercrime seminar 
on November 4, 2010. 
This event is free and open to the 
public.  For more information or to 
register for the seminar please contact 
Pam at (607) 432-4500 ext. 201 or  
pam@otsegocountychamber.com. 
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� ���
���� �����	� 
	���
� 
����������� �����	� 
	���
� 
����������� �����	� 
	���
� 
����������� �����	� 
	���
� 
������� / Tri County 
Young Professionals / Holiday Inn 7th 
Annual Small Business Holiday Party 
will be held on Friday, December 3, 
2010 at the Holiday Inn in Oneonta. 
“ ���� �����	� 
	���
� 
����������� �����	� 
	���
� 
����������� �����	� 
	���
� 
����������� �����	� 
	���
� 
������� established 
this event to allow small businesses a 
cost effective alternative for celebrating 
the holidays with staff,” said Rob 
Robinson, President & CEO.  “It has 
turned into a great event for businesses 
to host their employees and to network 
with them.” 
Businesses are welcome to have their 
own celebration within the event.  In the 
past, some businesses have had a staff 
gift exchange or handed out holiday 
bonuses.  ���� �����	� 
	���
� 
����������� �����	� 
	���
� 
����������� �����	� 
	���
� 
����������� �����	� 
	���
� 
�������
encourages businesses to use the 7th 
Annual Small Business Holiday Party to 
meet their needs. 
“The Tri County Young Professionals 

are very excited to be co-sponsoring the 
Annual Small Business Holiday Party.  
The Chamber has been extremely 
supportive of TCYP since we began our 
mission of attracting and keeping young 
professionals in our area,” offered Kerri 
Green, Chair of TCYP.  “The holiday 
party is a great opportunity for anyone 
to come and enjoy a fun night out 
among the business community and 
celebrate some holiday cheer!” 
The evening begins at 6 pm with an 
Open Bar and Hors d'oeuvres 
Reception.  Dinner will follow at 7 pm, 
along with entertainment and dancing.   
Mark your calendar for the 7th Annual 
Small Business Holiday Party on 
December 3 at the Holiday Inn.   
For more information see flyer on page 
5 or to register, contact Pam at  
pam@otsegocountychamber.com or 
(607) 432-4500 ext. 201.   

�����������	������������	������������	������������	� ����
Networking Luncheon 

March 2, 2011 
11:45 am 

Holiday Inn Oneonta 

Dave Blackman (l) accepting keys and 
ownership of The Bishop Printshop.  
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 Dinner choices are: Prime Rib of  Chicken  Grilled Salmon 

  Beef Au Jus Cordon Bleu w/Citrus Salsa 
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Company:  _________________________________________ 

Phone:________________________________ 
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To better serve you, ��� �� ����������� ��� �� ���������������				����
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������  is expanding our use 
of electronic (email and Facebook) 
communication with our members.  
B y  m o v i n g  t o  e l e c t r o n i c 
communications, the Chamber is 
using your membership dues more 
efficiently while getting you the 
information you need! 
Chamber Intern Andrew Turner will 
be calling to get or verify your email 
and if applicable, Facebook address.  
The conversation will be short, so 
please accept his phone call. 
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The following businesses have recently joined.  Please take a moment to welcome them and consider doing your  
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Andela Products 
493 State Route 28 
Richfield Springs, NY 13439 

Cynthia Andela 
(315) 858-0055 
www.andelaproducts.com 

Andela Products manufactures glass 
recycling equipment and systems.  They 
also: recycle glass into Sunstone for 
landscaping mulch and play sand; sell 
SunBlast abrasives and provide custom 
sandblasting services. 

Christopher’s Coins 
76 Chestnut Street 
Oneonta, NY 13820 

Chris Crisler 
(607) 432-0192 

Christopher’s Coins buys and sells 
coins, currency, bullion, gold, silver, 
jewelry and flatware. They also offer 
appraisal services. Christopher’s Coins 
is a member of the American 
Numismatic Association (ANA) and the 
Better Business Bureau (BBB). They 
are also a Professional Coin Grading 
Service (PCGS) Authorized Dealer. 

Delaware County Electric Cooperative 
PO Box 471 
Delhi, NY 13753 

Gregory Starheim 
(607) 746-2341 
www.dce.coop 

The Delaware County Electr ic 
Cooperative (DCEC) is a non-profit 
rural electric cooperative serving more 
than 5,200 members in Delaware, 
Schoharie, Otsego and Chenango 
Counties. DCEC’s mission is to provide 
safe, reliable and cost effective electric 
power to its membership while being 
good stewards to local communities. 

Delaware Valley Spring Water, Inc. 
PO Box 918 
Oneonta, NY 13820 

Sean Kingsbury 
(607) 278-6100 
dvsw@ilovespringwater.com 

Delaware Valley Spring Water produces 
locally sourced 100% pure and fresh 
spring water from their private springs 
nestled deep in the northern foothills of 
the Catskill Mountains.  With BPA free, 
recyclable and reusable containers. 
Delivered to homes and offices within 
48 hours of bottling. 

Main Street Oneonta 
PO Box 393 
Oneonta, NY 13820 

mainstreetoneonta@hotmail.com 
www.mainstreetoneonta.com 

Main Street Oneonta is a non-profit 
organization supported by local business 
owners who volunteer their time and 
resources to promote events in 
downtown Oneonta. 

Manikas State Farm Insurance 
29 Pioneer Street 
Cooperstown, NY 13326 

Melissa Manikas 
(607) 547-2886 
www.melissamanikas.com 

Manikas State Farm Insurance offers 
auto, fire and life insurance.  They also 
offer a full service bank.  Like a good 
neighbor State Farm is there. 

Opto Generic Devices, Inc. 
174 Pumpkinhook Road 
Van Hornesville, NY 13475 

Ethan Durham 
(315) 858-1002 
www.ogd3.com 

Opto Generic Devices is a privately 
owned and operated research and 
development, manufacturing and 
marketing company.  They provide hi-
tech motion control solutions as well as 
energy saving technologies and products 
for electric motors and HVAC systems. 

Otsego Physical Medicine 
41-45 Dietz Street 
Oneonta, NY 13820 

Sarah Etzl 
(607) 431-9191 
www.otsegophysicalmedicine.net 

Otsego Physical Medicine is a family 
owned and operated practice, offering a 
wide variety of services for muscle, 
bone and joint care.  Their number one 
goal is to provide comfort and 
efficiency to their patients. 

Transitions Boutique 
2 Dietz Street 
Oneonta, NY 13820 

Cindy Staffin 
(607) 433-3600 
transitions_boutique@yahoo.com 

Transitions Boutique is an upscale 
women’s boutique offering new and 
previously owned casual, career and 
formal wear.  You’re sure to find 
something fantastic for every occasion!  

�����������	������������	������������	������������	� ����
Networking Luncheon 

11:45 am – May 18, 2011 

SUNY Oneonta 

The Green Toad Bookstore opened in 
2008.  “The Green Toad is a realization 
of a lifelong dream,” stated Michele 
Pondolfino.  “If that in itself isn’t 
enough, then certainly getting up, going 
to work everyday, and loving what you 
do is.”  Unlike your average bookstore, 
the Green Toad hosts author signings, 

book group meetings, poetry readings, 
story tell ing for children, and 
anticipated release parties. 
The business is a gathering place for 
community members to grab a latte, 
read a book, and check email.  “It’s also 
that special place where a child can go 

and discover that special book or hear a 
story that fuels their imagination and 
dreams,” offered Stephanie Davis from 
Excellus BlueCross BlueShield.  Earlier 
this year, the business was awarded the 
2010 WNBA Pannell Award in the 
General Bookstore category. 
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BOCES have organized the Scholar 
Recognition Banquet in the Spring. 
Each year, the forty plus participating 
schools select an outstanding student 
scholar who then chooses one teacher to 
share the event with them.  The selected 
teacher, from elementary to high school, 
is the one who impacted the scholar 
student the most in their education.  
We would like you to consider 
sponsoring a student and their school.  
As a sponsoring business, you will 
attend the banquet, seated at the same 
table with the scholar and teacher and 
school administrator.  In addition, your 
business receives recognition at the 
Banquet and in The Daily Star’s special 
edition for this event. 
Please contact Rob Robinson at  
rob@otsegocountychamber.com or 
(607) 432-4500 ext. 202, to learn how 
your business may sponsor your local 
high school scholar at this worthwhile 
event. 
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This fall’s Marketing and Research 
intern at ���� �����	� 
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Andrew Turner from 
Morris, NY.  Andrew 
is a senior majoring in 
E c o n o m i c s  a n d 
Business Economics 
at the SUNY College 
at Oneonta.  He is a 
member of the Phi Eta 

Sigma National Honor Society, Student 
Advisory Council, and Economics Club.  
Among his other activities, this 
semester, include an economics 
assistantship and participation in the 
College Fed Challenge.  The first round 
of the competition begins in New York 
City on November 8, 2010.  The SUNY 
College at Oneonta hopes to improve on 
last year’s third place finish in the 
Second District. 
Andrew spent his summer interning 
with the Vermont Lake Monsters in 
Burlington, VT.  The team is a Single-A 
New York/Penn League affiliate of the 
Washington Nationals.   
After graduation, he plans to attend 
graduate school or enter the workforce. 
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cooperation with the Laurens Central 
School District and the Oneonta City 
School District, has launched a pilot 
program on mentoring. 
We would like you to consider assisting 
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important project by sparing a few hours 
to assist our next generation. 
Please consider signing up for one or 
both of these options: 
a. To visit a school to discuss your 

profession with the students.  
Requests for speakers and the 
matching volunteers wi l l  be 
coordinated by ���� �����	� 
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����� �����	� 
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����� �����	� 
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b. Schedule and host a field trip, of 
students, to your business.  Please let 
us know how many students you can 
host at a visit. 

Should you have any questions or to 
sign up please contact Rob Robinson at  
rob@otsegocountychamber.com or 
(607) 432-4500 ext. 202. 
Thank you for working with ���� �����	����� �����	����� �����	����� �����	�
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������  to strengthen our 
younger generation to meet and exceed 
their professional goals. 

Do you know a  
friend or colleague  

who would like to join  
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For details please contact Pam at  
(607) 432-4500 ext. 201  

or pam@otsegocountychamber.com 
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